A Policy Brief on Addressing Gender-Based Violence Practices against Women in, Awi
Nationality Administrative Zone
Executive Summary: Gender-Based Violence remains a critical challenge in the Amhara
Region, negatively impacting individuals, families, and the broader society. The objective of this
policy brief focused on the urgency of addressing gender based violence, in, Awi Nationality
Administrative Zone highlights root causes, and provides actionable recommendations to prevent
violence, protect survivors, and promote social justice. Thus, the finding suggested that Gender-
Based Violence and Harmful Traditional Practices against Women were found to be highly
prevalent in, Awi Nationality Administrative Zone, Amhara Region. Further, the study showed
there is high prevalence of physical, economical, psychological and neglect form of GBV under
this study. To this end, this study indicated, absence of strong women associations and poor
legal frameworks, and poor economic condition of women makes the problem to occur until this
time under this study area. Thus, this policy brief put some policy recommendation including
Ensure consistent enforcement of laws, increase penalties for GBV-related crimes, and establish
support services for survivor, economic empowerment initiatives, and robust monitoring and
evaluation system on the issues.
Context

Gender-Based Violence stands as a critical issue, representing a profound violation of human
rights that affects individuals, families, and communities across the world. Its pervasive nature
necessitates comprehensive strategies at both international and local levels to ensure safety,
equality, and well-being which are the focus of this policy brief document. In a few words Awi
Nationality Administrative Zone, Amhara Region experiences high prevalence rates of GBV,
including intimate partner violence, child marriage, and harmful traditional practices. Further,
socio-cultural norms, poverty, and inadequate enforcement of laws exacerbate this issue. To sum
up, women and girls are disproportionately affected, resulting in adverse health, economic, and
social outcomes while, GBV were found to be at higher prevalence under the study area.

About the Innovation
This policy brief has some innovation ideas for policy makers on the issue by highlighting how
gender based violence created gender inequality, exposing women in lower economic status in
/economic vulnerability, exposes them to marginalization, and exclusion from the wider social

and political systems.



Findings
Cultural Barriers and Harmful Social Norms as Cause of GBV: This indicted as the cause for
high prevalence of gender based violence manifested on deep-rooted patriarchal norms continue
to stigmatize victims and discourage reporting.
Negative Consequences of Gender Based Violence:  This manifested poor physical,
economical, psychological and neglect form of GBV
Weak Law Implementation Issues: This expressed despite existing laws, law enforcement is
often weak due to lack of resources, training, and political will.
Limited Access to Services: These articulated survivors have limited access to essential services,

such as medical care, legal assistance, and psychosocial support.

Policy Options and Recommendation
1. Strengthening Legal Frameworks: Ensure consistent enforcement of laws, increase penalties
for GBV-related crimes, and establish specialized units for handling cases.
2. Community Awareness Programs: Collaborate with local leaders, NGOs, and schools to
challenge harmful cultural norms and educate the public on GBV’s consequences.
3. Support Services for Survivors: Expand access to healthcare, psychosocial support, and
shelters for GBV survivors.
4. Economic Empowerment Initiatives: Provide vocational training and economic support to
women and vulnerable groups to reduce dependency and vulnerability.
5. Monitoring and Evaluation Systems: Establish mechanisms to track the prevalence of GBV
and effectiveness of interventions.
To this end, this policy brief suggested the preferred approach involves a multi-sectoral strategy
combining legal enforcement, community engagement, and survivor support services.

Conclusion

Addressing GBV under this setting is essential for achieving gender equality and sustainable
development. Despite Ethiopia’s legal frameworks prohibiting GBV, enforcement remains weak,
and societal stigma deters survivors from seeking help. Gaps in education, awareness, and
support services further worsen the situation. Thus, urgent action is needed to strengthen
protective mechanisms and empower communities to reject gender based violence Amhara

Region.
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