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 1. Executive Summary 

This policy brief is based on the research study “History of Patriotic Resistance against the 

Fascist Italian Occupation in Agäw Meder”, conducted by investigators from Injibara 

University (January 2024). The study documents the critical yet underrepresented role of the 

Agäw people of Agäw Meder in the anti-Fascist resistance (1937–1941), led by Bitwodad 

Mangasa Jambare. The findings have direct relevance for contemporary nation-building, 

regional security education, heritage preservation, and inter-ethnic unity in Ethiopia. 

 2. Key Historical Findings 

Between 1937 and 1941, Agäw patriots engaged in significant battles, such as those at 

Enjibara, Dangla, Fagta, Dušati, and Čawsa Mikael, inflicting heavy casualties on the 

Fascist Italian forces. Under the leadership of Bitwodad Mangasa Jambare, who served as 

the overall commander, these fighters coordinated multiple fronts and maintained crucial 

communication with Emperor Hayla Sellassé I through Sudan. The struggle came at a great 

cost, with hundreds of Agäw fighters killed or wounded, while civilians faced severe 

reprisals, including property destruction and extrajudicial executions. The Agäw patriots 

played a decisive role in the liberation efforts from 1940 to 1941, significantly contributing 

to the final Anglo-Ethiopian campaign, which included the capture of key locations like 

Dangla and Enjibara, culminating in the ceremonial reception of the Emperor on March 23, 

1941. This resistance emerged organically from local communities rather than solely from 

imperial command, reflecting a profound sense of civic patriotism among the Agäw people. 

 

 



3. Policy Gaps Identified 

The historical marginalization of the Agäw people is evident in several key areas. Their 

significant patriotic role during critical periods is largely absent from national curricula and 

official heroic narratives, leading to a lack of recognition in the broader context of Ethiopian 

history. Additionally, there is a notable absence of memorialization, as no major 

monuments, museums, or public commemorations exist to honor the Agäw Meder patriots. 

This oversight extends to their rich oral traditions, including poems, which are at risk of 

being lost without systematic preservation efforts. Furthermore, there is weak regional-

national coordination, as there is currently no formal mechanism that links the research 

conducted at Injibara University with federal heritage or education policy, further 

perpetuating the neglect of the Agäw people's contributions and cultural heritage 

.4. Policy Recommendations 

 4.1. Curriculum Integration 

- Action: Incorporate the Agäw Meder resistance into the national history syllabus for 

grades 10–12 and university Ethiopian history courses. 

- Lead Agency: Ministry of Education (with Injibara University as technical advisor). 

4.2. Heritage and Memorialization 

- Action:  Establish a Patriots’ Museum in Enjibara or Dangla, including monuments to 

Bitwodad Mangasa Jambare and fallen Agäw fighters. 

- Lead Agency: Ministry of Tourism and Culture / Amhara Regional Culture Bureau. 

-  Timeline: 2 years. 

4.3. Oral History Preservation 

-Action:  Fund a digital archive project to record, transcribe, and translate Agäw oral poems 

and testimonies from descendants of patriots. 



- Lead Agency: Injibara University (Research and Community Service Directorate) with 

federal grant support. 

4.4. Civic and Security Education 

- Action: Use the Agäw resistance case study in military/civic training to promote 

patriotism, anti-fascist values, and inter-ethnic solidarity. 

- Lead Agency: Ministry of Defense / Ministry of Peace. 

5. Expected Outcomes 

- Strengthened national unity through recognition of diverse ethnic contributions. 

- Enhanced local pride and reduced historical grievances in Agäw-inhabited zones. 

- Improved historical accuracy in public memory and education. 

- Increased tourism to heritage sites in Agäw Meder (Enjibara, Dangla, Fagta). 

 6. Conclusion 

The Agäw Meder resistance was not a peripheral episode but a central pillar of Ethiopia’s 

anti-Fascist struggle. Ignoring or minimizing this history weakens national cohesion and 

fails to honor the sacrifices of thousands of Agäw patriots. Immediate policy action is 

required to integrate, preserve, and commemorate this legacy. 
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